433.   CONFESSION OF FAITH

It gives me much comfort to be able to have this unsolicited
declaration1 from Rajagopalachari.   The reader knows my regard
for his sanity and judgment.   And I was grieved whilst he was
torn with doubts and fears.   There is no- "playing with truth" in
the charkha programme, for satyagraha is not predominantly civil
disobedience but a quiet and irresistible pursuit of Truth.    On
rarest occasions it becomes civil disobedience*   But conscious and
willing obedience must, in the case of a large body of workers,
precede it.   The charkha which is the embodiment of willing
obedience and calm persistence must therefore succeed before there
is civil disobedience.    It is because I am much afraid of playing
with truth in even thinking of civil disobedience before the necessary
atmosphere has been ensured that I must insist upon the charkha
and upon full surrender to the Swarajists, and for that matter to
all concerned,  even though the workers may be reduced to the
number of the digits on the fingers of one hand only.   We must
not have violent disobedience under cover of civil disobedience.
The lesson of Ghauri Ghaura has sunk too deep in me to be easily
obliterated.   Not only is there no trace of regret in me for the
Bardoli decision but I hold it to be one of the greatest among my
services to the country.

Toung India, 15-1-1925

434.   A NOTICE?

The following notice was delivered to me at Belgaum :

We, the undersigned, delegates of the Kolaba District Congress Com-
mittee in the Maharashtra Province, beg leave to direct your attention
to the special circumstances of our district. The Kolaba district is not a
cotton-producing district, nor is it near such a cotton centre. The people
of the district, therefore* naturally have no inclination towards spinning.
Even, in the irSt year of the ndi-co-operation movement, it was only with
great dlgicuity that a few charkfca* could be introduced which, too, span
for '

